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I don't believe it will work when it comes to daily administra-
tion; I loathe the very idea of our good fellows sitting with
these double-dyed traitors; but of course I shall support our
leaders and the Government, I would support the D------1
himself as P.M.> with a cabinet of his pet angels, if they would
adopt compulsion all round and prosecute the war with
vigour,"
Mr. Walter Long became Minister of Health,
Sir Edward Carson joined the Government (as Attorney-
General) with more unfeigned reluctance than any of his col-
leagues, and among the u many nice and some invidious personal
questions " involved in this piece of Cabinet-making his appoint-
ment was not the least delicate, for it involved Ireland and
Mr. Asquith's relations with the Irish Nationalists.
The Prime Minister approached Redmond with his accustomed
suavity. On the night of the 18th of May, one day before the
announcement in the House of Commons, Redmond (at
Aughavanagh) received an urgent message from the Prime
Minister* The Ministry was about to be reconstructed " on a
broad national basis." " I am most anxious you should join., -.
The Opposition are anxious that Carson, whose administrative
gifts they value, should be included. Present Chief Secretary will
remain in his office and in the Cabinet."1
For Redmond there could be no thought of joining: it would
have sealed a fate already in hazard. His reply was firmly in the
negative, and he had something to say besides by way of
comment:
** In view of the fact that it is impossible for me to join,"
Redmond wrote to Asquith, " I think most strongly that Carson
should not be included, From Irish point of view inclusion would
do infinite harm and make our efforts to help far more difficult."
Mr. Asquith was importunate; but his entreaties only brought
fresh protests* On the 25th of May Redmond wrote to reinforce
his objection to Carson: ** For the Irish people it will mean
installed in power the leader of the Ulster revolters* who, the
other day, was threatening hostilities to the forces of the Crown
and the decision of Parliament."
* See Deal* Ctaynua, tyfe of John Redmond, chapter adi.   J ; JjVJt,